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From Our State Deputy

Happy new year, brothers! Or as Knights of Columbus we say Happy Fraternal Mid-Year.
In the first six months of our fraternal year which started on July 1 we have made tremen-
dous progress not only in growing the Order here in Ohio but also in the charitable works we
have accomplished. I want to thank all of the councils who participated in this year’s Coats
for Kids program, especially those who took advantage of and helped with the distribution of
the inaugural year of the buy one case - get one free offer. You made a tremendous diffe-
rence in your communities. We also had an successful Measure-Up campaign which
wrapped up in November, plus let’s not forget the great support state-wide for this year’s
Matching Funds program and the first turn in for Support Our Seminarians. Ohio Councils
and Assemblies were Called and you stepped into the breach to once again make a positive
impact in your dioceses.

Michael J. Felerski
State Deputy
mfelerski@icloud.com

\ \ Going forward we are excited to implement the new Church Drive process in our
r ‘}K ¥ 4 parishes during the months of January through March which is when we have tradi-
*, YN tionally been a successful time for bringing new members into our councils. Be sure
to reach out to your council’s field agent who will help you coordinate and supply
materials for the effort. If you don’t know who your field agent is just reach out to
s one of our general agents Jason Staas or John Spencer.

Our flagship charitable effort, the
Super Cash Bonanza, is launching in
February with the 2026 Road Show
ticket distribution. Make sure to get
your Super Cash “A-Team” together for another great season of fund-
raising for your charities. Road Show details can be found in this is-
sue of the Buckeye Bulletin (page 3).

*continued on next page A D l F F E R E N C E
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*continued from previous page

Finally, if you have not implemented Cor in your parish the start of a new calendar year is a
great time to begin especially with Lent not far off. It is so easy to implement and you can
start with something simple. Reach out to your Diocesan Cor Coordinator (DCC) and your
District Deputy (DD) for support they can explain the initiative and provide all kinds of ideas

?Ro N to help you get started. The number of young people age 18-25

o who are hungry to learn about our faith has exploded within the
6) last year. Cor is a great way to reach out to those young men and

° n N invite them to learn and experience the faith with us.

A \ Recalling the words of the late Cardinal James Gibbons, archbishop of Baltimore: “The
o Knights of Columbus do things.” He was commenting on our efforts in 1917 to provide
assistance and chaplains to Catholic soldiers as America entered the First World War.
‘ Today we continue our charitable efforts helping those in need and sharing the faith to-
gether across this great jurisdiction of Ohio just as Father McGivney envisioned.

SAN CTA Blessed Michael McGivney, ora pro nobis.

D EI G E N ITRIX Michael J. Felerski - State Deputy

From Your State Warden

I wish you all a blessed and merry Christmas and a happy and active new year. Measure
Up kick off is around the corner. If you have not ordered your measure up rulers from
your district deputy, TODAY is the day!! They need to know by Jan 2. We can still ac-
commodate your order, but it’s easiest if they can pick them up at the mid-year district dep-
uty meeting.

As the Sacred Heart icon continues to tour the state, please remember to fill out the accom-
panying logbook. If you did the prayer service, write it down. If it was displayed at mass,
write it down. We send those into Supreme, and they use those activity logs to decide how

Stew Vett
many icons Ohio gets. Without that activity log filled out, Supreme doesn’t know if it was S tasz:r;:n
used or sitting in someone’s garage. betterwithvet-
The Silver Rose is touring Ohio ter@hotmail.com
June 14 — July 11. Your district
Ir /[— Ya\ V. ) : . .
‘ = /\ L IJ ix deputy will have more information soon. The Silver Rose
— AVL /] program demonstrates the unity between Knights of Colum-
T{' ‘ \ J'I" ,« ‘ ‘ l P HIM bus in Canada, the United States and Mexico, through a series

of prayer services promoting the dignity of all human life and
honoring Our Lady.

A reminder to start selecting your “Of The Year” nominees
and assembling paperwork and testimonials. Let’s work to-
gether to make this year’s selection especially hard for our
worthy program directors.

M. Stewart Vetter - State Warden
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Dear Brother Knights,

I pray you and your family had a very Merry Christmas and safe New Year celebration! We are now excited to an-
nounce the 2026 Super Ca$h Bonanza Charity Campaign! This year, we once again aim to raise $1,000,000 for local
councils and the Ohio Charity Foundation through effective fundraising.

Boost results by partnering with non-profits, parish ministries, and community groups. Invite them to help sell
tickets and share proceeds to support their missions—this strategy improves both your sales and community impact!

Tentative Tour Schedule:

Diocese Location Date Time
Steubenville Council 478 - 312 Franklin St. Marietta, OH 45750 2/5/2026 7:00 PM
Steubenville Council 4361 - 218 Legion Dr. Mingo Junction, OH 2/6/2026 7:00 PM

43938
Youngstown | Council 15458 - 3430 Saint Michael Blvd NW, 2/7/2026 10:00 AM
Canton, OH 44718
Cleveland Council 16373 - 2345 Bassett Rd Westlake, OH 44145 2/7/2026 2:00 PM
Toledo Council 678 49 East Perry Street Tiffin, OH 44883 2/13/2026 7:00 PM
Toledo Council 1039 111 Elliot Rd Defiance, OH 4351 2/14/2026 10:00 AM
Cincinnati Council 13874 - St Paul 1000 Wenger Rd. Englewood, 2/14/2026 3:00 PM
OH 45322
Cincinnati Council 3382 - 11144 Spinner Ave Cincinnati, OH 45241 2/14/2026 7:00 PM
Columbus Council 5776 - Klinger Center 313 N State St Wester- 2/15/2026 3:00 PM
ville, OH 43082

*Note: remote locations for webcast are TBD for Youngstown and Cleveland. More details will be sent via
email once confirmed.

Fraternally,

Christopher Sarka

2026 SBC Chairman, State Treasurer
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Let’s Step Up
and Support Our Seminarians

My Brother Knights

The shortage of priests available to our parishes has been a problem in every diocese in the
State of Ohio for a number of years now. Over the past decade, every diocese has gone
through reductions in the number of Sunday Masses, parish mergers, and even parish clo-
sures. The number of new vocations to the priesthood has not kept up with the retirements
and deaths of our existing parish priests.

Jeff Kiliany
Even though this is not necessarily a Knights problem, but a Catholic Church problem, it is Immediate Past
still very important that the Knights of Columbus do all that we can to continue to “Build up State Deputy
our Church”. One of the ways that we can continue to do this is through our continued sup- jtktg@yahoo.com

port of vocations in each of our dioceses. Our Support Qur Seminarians (SOS) program
through the Ohio State Council gives your council the opportunity to aid your own Diocese Vocations Department.

Last Fraternal year, 372 councils from the State of Ohio, contributed a total of $168,581.52 to the 6 vocations depart-
ments across the state. If your council was 1 these councils that participated in the SOS Program and contributed to
the amount that was presented to your Diocesan Vocations Director, thank you very much. I thank you for all that
your council does in the name of the Knights of Columbus to grow Vocations in your diocese, and I thank you for
your council’s 2024-25 SOS contribution. I am asking that your council not only plan to commit to raising at least
this same amount in the 2025-26 Fraternal year, but also to consider increasing this amount by another 10 to 20 % or
more, and help us to raise at least $200,000 for vocations in the State of Ohio. If all 6 dioceses in the state can in-
crease their SOS contribution by 15%, we can raise this $200,000 for vocations goal in the State of Ohio! Every
Knights of Columbus Council in the State of Ohio should be participating in SOS and making some contribution. But
no matter what your council gives, it is contributing to our Vocations efforts and helping the Knights to continue to
Build Up Our Church.

Please keep in mind that the Final SOS turn-in date is March 15, 2026. We only have less than 4 months to complete
our Vocations Support activities and submit our council contributions to reach our $200,000 goal. Your council’s Vo-
cations Support activities should not only be designed to raise funds for your SOS contribution, but to also raise
awareness of, and promote vocations to, the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life. Ask the members of your
council to pray for those men and women in formation, as well as for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and
religious life

Like the Matching Funds program, every dollar collected by your council goes right back to your diocese. Turn-in
forms can be downloaded from the State Website, www kofcohio.org. The Support Our Seminarians info can be
found in the Drop-Down list by selecting the “Programs” tab at the top of the page. All checks along with a council
turn-in form should be mailed to:

Jeff Kiliany, Imm. Past State Deputy Pm Bm

Ohio State Council SOS Chairman Tm “é

559 Walnut St.

Leetonia, Ohio 44431 M m m-

Vocations Are Everybody's Business
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Growth Team Ohio

Inviting is a Mindset - Not a Date!

By the time you read this, the first half of the current Fraternal Year will be over, and we’ll
be turning our thoughts to the second half and the plans and goals we have to make this
year a big success, especially for Growth! No matter how the first half turned out, we have
plenty of opportunities to adjust our plans, re-start our initiatives, and continue our bold ef-
forts to give every Catholic man the opportunity to be a Knight of Columbus.

Mark Kosobud

Right off the bat, let’s re-look at our goals — 2100 new Knights and 60 STAR councils. | gtate Growth Chairman
This remains a very achievable goal given how well we’ve done over the past six months | ykosobud@yahoo.com
of the year, and the past several years as well. Achieving this goal will help to support
councils across the state with new members and new leaders who can further the dream of Blessed Michael
McGivney here in Ohio. As much fun as it is to win awards and achieve goals, we need to remember that our future
is dependent on our inviting men to join us!

Our Growth plan will continue to focus on four key concepts:

o Every council actively inviting! We need every council in the state to try and invite at least one new member into
their council. Doing so not only helps all councils to grow but is also a great foundation for the entire state.

e Growth 365 — we all need to remember that Growth is an all-the-time thing! No matter where, when, or what is
going on, be prepared to offer the invitation of membership in our Order to someone you meet. Remember that
inviting is a mindset, not a date!

e We are relying heavily on Supreme’s Fishers of Men programs and materials, leveraging the excellent new family
-focused content as well as the expanded range of invitation products.

e And our core effort — focus on helping to mentor Knights at all levels to understand how we can be relevant to
Catholic men across the state. We call this our Relevancy project, and we will be providing information and tips
on how every Knight can learn to recognize when the moment is right to lead a man into the Order.

Our biggest success story of the first half of this year was the power of the new Brandon Chambers Process (BCP)
inviting methodology. Teamed with the active, integral assistance of the members of the Fraternal Benefits side of
our Order, we’ve seen fantastic Growth for councils who chose to use it. If your council has not yet experienced this
powerful tool, I invite you to contact your Field Agent who can help you find the resources for using this great
Growth tool!

And let’s not forget our traditional tools — eMembership tools, eForm100’s, personal invitations; as well as the many
opportunities — Growth 365, Delta Church Drives, Fishers of Men initiatives, COR, Faith in Action programs — that
put us in the position of being the best resource for the Catholic men of your parishes. Remember, it’s up to us to pro-
vide the motive for a man to join us — just as someone once asked each of us to become a Knight, it's now our turn to
extend that invitation. I look forward to your successes and as always, Vic Lauterbach, myself, and the rest of the
Growth Specialty Team are happy to help you through the rough spots.

Our work isn’t over, and we still have a journey ahead of us to try and reach 2100 new men here in the Great State of
Ohio. So set your council goals high, communicate them to your fellow Brothers, then go out and start inviting!

Remember — Inviting is a mindset, not a date! ..
Ask somebody to join

TODAY!

Vivat Jesus!

Mark Kosobud - State Growth Chairman
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Make Cor a Council Goal

Worthy Brother Knights,

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! With all the hustle
and bustle of the holiday season, it is a suitable time to remem-

ber to not loose sight of the reason for the celebration, the birth
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ!

Whether you do this alone, with you family, or in your Cor
small faith group, prayer is the easiest way to keep Jesus at the front of our thoughts. If your

council is not currently participating in Cor, ask your council leadership about it. It is a ter- Arron Mier
rific opportunity for all Brother Knights to gain a closer relationship with Christ. For those | Evangelization & Faith
that are, fantastic! Keep spreading the Gospel. Formation Director

kofcohioeff@gmail.com

EFF (Evangelization & Faith Formation) Director appointed, according to Su-

preme. On the flip side of that, there were 177 councils that currently are or plan
to participate in Cor this fraternal year according to the Form 944 submitted by

o N the District Deputies. We have some work to do, so please reach out if you need

iy T There are currently seventy-one councils with a Council

assistance. We have a wonderful team in the State of Ohio to support you in this

lg o a m endeavor.
| )]
—— Next weekend is the District Deputy/Mid-Year meeting. My team and I will be

going over Cor in great detail. My hope is that they become subject matter ex-
perts and can also help you facilitate the adoption of Cor in your councils.

I will close by saying that I am optimistic about at least one hundred councils participating in Cor by the end of the
fraternal year. All it takes is understanding and desire to create a stronger relationship with Christ. Again, please
reach out if you have questions or need assistance.

Vivat Jesus,

Arron Mier - Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation

Special Olympics Funding Incentive

The Knights of Columbus has been supporting the Special Olympics since it be-
gan in 1968. As part of our support, each state level Special Olympics organiza-
tion qualifies for an additional donation from Supreme. The checks for those do-
nations are sent to each state deputy in April and are based on participation data
submitted by councils in each jurisdiction. To earn a larger donation from Su-
preme for the Special Olympics in your state or province, councils make sure to
report you participation through the online Fraternal Programs Report Form
(#10784). All participation taking place in calendar year 2025 must be reported
through the online #10784 by January 31, 2026, to be considered.
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State Chaplain’s Monthly Reflection

*Click below to access videos from a monthly series by Ohio's
State Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus - Father John Paul
Walker O.P.

Video Series Archive:

December - Vocation of the Laity, Part 1
November - The Four Marks of the Church
October - “What is the Church?”

Fr. John Paul Walker, OP
State Chaplain

It’s More Than Just a Name

Happy New Year my Brother Knights!

As we start this New Year there've been some questions brought up to me from various coun-
cils regarding the prohibition on promotion of financial products and services. If you go to the
supreme website www.kofc.org and check under officers desk reference, you will clearly

see the laws under section 162.11 prohibits a member from using the name of the Knights of
Columbus or his membership in the order in connection with any business, social, or other en-
terprise, without permission of the board of directors. Section 162.24 prohibits a member

from using past or present title of his membership in the order for promotion of non Knights of TOISlt);t(:fg‘l’lol:z:'fer
Columbus financial products and services. tonvoffen-
God bless, berger@gmail.com

Tony Offenberger - State Advocate

2{@@ New [Kniglhts

ow and for Our Future

@@ @‘@@U’ Counel
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==e—_ | We Have Some Questions -
C)‘W Do You Have the Answers?

* % ‘g@ . .
s : Worthy Brother Knights of the Great State of Ohio,

ES

Happy New Year!

Well, 2026 has arrived! We are now halfway through the fraternal year!
Now is the time to not only review what we did during the first half of the year, but also focus
on the next six months, so we can finish off the fraternal year strongly! Is your council on

track achieving Star Council? Are you at 50% or better in meeting your Supreme Council Tim Mangan
Growth Percentage? Has your council participated in at least one Fraternal Benefit Night State General
Event? Is your council in compliance with the Safe Environmental Program? Did your coun- Program Director

timangan@jicloud.com

cil turn in Form 185 and Form 365? Is your council working on the Fraternal Survey 1728
Form that is due January 31, 2026? As a reminder, there are only 3 and a half months to go in
the Ohio “We Are Called” State General Program Contest, which ends on April 15, 2026.
There is still time, though it’s running out, to achieve recognition for your council and your members for ALL the
great work accomplished this fraternal year. The key to providing recognition for the council and your members is
simply your council’s participation in the “We Are Called” State General Program Contest, by just submitting simple,
easy-to-do reports to the State Program Directors and a few forms.

Speaking of forms, the audit is now
annual. So, there will be no February
Audit due and, because of this, your
council will get their points for the
February Audit if the August Audit is
completed and points are awarded for
that audit! That means the only admin-
istrative activity left is the Fraternal
Survey Form 1728 that I mentioned
above. Get that form submitted, and
25 points will be awarded as part of
the “We Are Called” State General
Program Contest.

KN\B\\“D
B _es 1) 4

OF COLUMp

Now, as [ mentioned already, we are
in the second half of the fraternal year.
As a reminder, just like during the first half of the fraternal year, I have a “Second-Half Incentive.” It is completed
ALL administrative Requirements, reported 8 Programs in the FIA Portion of the general program contest, bring in at
least 4 new members, and have participated in at least 2 fraternal Benefits Night Events. Councils that meet these re-
quirements will be entered into a drawing for a $500 Amazon Gift Card. 3 Councils will be drawn, and the drawing
will take place at the 2026 State Convention. Once again, good luck!

If you want to attract new members, then do what is necessary to gain recognition for your council and members.
Programs and Activities and public recognition attract men to your council. That recognition in the Knights, your
Parish, and your Council through your council program activities reported to the State Council will garner Awards
and recognition for your council and members.

Fraternally,
Tim Mangan - State General Program Director
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Check Out These New Faith
in Action Life Activities

Brothers,

This month I would like to introduce two new Supreme activities that
were recently introduced.

“Holy Hour for Life with Our Lady of Guadelupe” is any adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament centered on the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe for any of
many pro-life cause. If you recently had a service near the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe Mike Incorvati
(Dec. 12), please submit it under this program. It will be worth double points as a feature pro- Life Director
gram. Another suggested time would be the International Day of the Unborn, Mar. 25, but mibincorvati@gmail.com
this can be done at any time.

“Gospel of Life” asks Knights and others to educate themselves on the sanctity of life. The goal is to equip men with
the knowledge they need to defend life. Councils are encouraged to study various pro-life materials and perhaps lead
discussion groups with fellow Knights and parishioners. This program is based on St. John Paul’s historic encyclical
Evangelium Vitae (Latin for “Gospel of Life”).

Finally, with the new year upon us, many councils will be selecting their Knight of the Year. Please keep in mind that
you are also nominating them for the Diocesan Award and possibly the State Award with your program report. Give
your honoree the respect that he deserves in your write-up. I’ll have more on this next month.

Vivat Jesus,
Mike Incorvati - State Life Director

Keep Christ in Christmas
Posters Due In

Worthy Brother Knights of the Great State of Ohio.

I am hoping that you and your families had a Merry & Blessed Christ-
mas. Thanks for sending in your Family Program reports for Novem-
ber/December. For those of you that participated in the Keep Christ in
Christmas Poster Contest, by now you should have turned in your posters to your District

Deputy, as they will be judged at the January 9 District Deputy mid-year meeting and sent Michael Freil
on to the next level to Supreme Council. If you have not given your posters to your District Family Director
Deputy yet, do so this week. mcfreil2019@gmail.com

Continue to participate in the Food for Families program, food banks are in great need this

time of year. Get your reports and any pictures you may have taken into me as soon as you can. We are in our 3™
quarter now, you probably should be planning who your Family of the year will be. Make your reports as detailed as
possible and attach pictures along with your report.

I want to wish you and your families a Kn igh ts of Columbus

ot Keep Christ

Vivat Jesus !!

Michael Freil - State Family Director

in Christmas
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Month Seven: Spiritual Warfare
ﬁ The Battle for Your Soul

x Call it spiritual warfare... or don’t. Call it the battle for your soul. Call
N it the fight to become who you’re meant to be. Either way, we know the
battle, because we’ve felt it. It’s the ordinary temptation of “I’ll pray

o tomorrow,” “just one more time,” “it doesn’t matter.” And while we
@u keep making little deals with comfort, we slowly become men stagnated

by our mood, appetite and dulled by complacency. It’s the quiet neglect Chris Crum
of Confession, the slow abandonment of prayer, and the numbing scroll that turns us into Faith Director
spectators of our own souls, until sin starts to feel normal and grace starts to feel optional. chris-
It’s a thousand tiny surrenders. And while we keep trading conviction for convenience, the crum99@yahoo.com

enemy keeps running the same three plays, temptation, discouragement, division; until we
realize we didn’t lose our souls in one dramatic fall... we gave them away in installments. The enemy doesn’t need
our worship. He just needs us comfortable, distracted, and domesticated; patient enough to function but not brave
enough to change; religious enough to blend in but not courageous enough to lead.

We all say we want holiness. We ask God
for it, but if we’re handed “holiness” like a
trophy we didn’t train for, what happens?
We don’t know how to carry it. We can’t
comprehend it, appreciate it, or live it. Gifts
we didn’t grow into can feel less like bless-
ings and more like burdens. God doesn’t
make saints by flipping a switch. He makes
us holy by shaping us into the kind of men
who show up. Holiness grows the way
strength grows under steady, repeated load.
We don’t get real self-esteem from having a
six-pack, we get it from being the kind of
man who goes to the gym every day. And
here’s the point: that’s the spiritual life.

This life isn’t about collecting spiritual medals. It’s an epic battle for souls, and the point isn’t applause at the end.
It’s who we become in the fight. Worldly “stuff” can’t love us back. It can’t stand next to us when temptation hits,
when suffering arrives, when our family needs us steady. But Christ can. He is not a distant general. He is with us.
He fights beside us and within us. And the truth every soldier knows: men aren’t heroic for ribbons. They fight for
the brother on the left and the brother on the right. In spiritual warfare, we don’t become holy alone.

But here’s the hard truth: we don’t get to opt out. We can enter the battle, or we can drift into it as bystanders. Sit-
ting on the sidelines critiquing the men who fight, wishing we had their courage, while refusing to see the nights they
wrestled with temptation. The Confessions that broke their pride, the mountains they climbed while we quietly chose
the easier road. In that sense, our spiritual life is self-assignment. We decide whether to pick up the armor of God or
keep our hands in our pockets. Not because grace is optional, but because non-action is still an action. Drifting is
still a direction. We will either be formed on purpose, or formed by default, by appetite, environment, fatigue, the
phone, the mood of the day. So, the question is not whether a battle exists. The question is simple: Who is taking
ground in our life right now, Christ, or whatever keeps pulling us away from Him?

*continued on next page
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*continued from previous page

God is offering us holiness, but it comes shaped like responsibility. It’s a daily decision to step onto the field and fight
for our own souls, for our families, for our brothers. If we don’t choose the fight, the enemy is already prowling. Be-
cause the war is already in our house, already in our habits, already at our door, and the devil’s temptations won’t van-
ish because we got serious. If anything, we start noticing the fight more clearly, but by grace we also become stronger
at withstanding it. The battles don’t end; we change. We become more disciplined, more resilient, more free, and as
we grow closer to Christ, we’re often entrusted with harder fights, not because God is cruel, but because in His provi-
dence He is forming us, and supplying the grace, to carry real responsibility. The weight doesn’t get lighter; our backs
get stronger.

We were not baptized to be decent guys with religious opinions. We were baptized to be saints; soldiers of Christ who
can stand in the breach. And God will not hand us “trust-fund holiness” that leaves us soft and untrained. He loves us
too much for that. God is forging us like a blacksmith forges steel: heat, pressure, repetition, endurance, and the forge
often looks like our real life: mortgage, family, aging parents, inbox, bills, temptations; the ordinary battlefield where

we learn to become men who can carry grace.

This is where we get it wrong: we think we’ll win by willpower alone. We won’t. L
We win by training with grace. A rusty sword won’t cut when we need it; a soul
that hasn’t been to Confession in years is fighting with broken armor. But thanks
be to God: we can always return to the fountains of grace and be made battle-
ready again. Confession is not a shame booth; it’s a field hospital. The Eucharist
is not a symbol; it’s wartime food. The Rosary is not for “some guys;” it’s a
weapon that keeps our hands busy with prayer when our minds want to run, and
brotherhood isn’t optional; isolation is where the enemy does his best work.

Christ the King already won the war. We are not fighting for victory: we’re
fighting from His victory. When we renounce sin and put on the armor of God,
we’re claiming what Jesus already won. That’s why the enemy trembles when a
man kneels, when a family prays the Rosary, when we receive the Eucharist with reverence.

So what do we do, today, this week? Don’t make peace with things we should resist. When the temptation to numb
out hits, we don’t negotiate. We move. We put the phone down, change the room, and say out loud, “Jesus, I trust in
You.” When discouragement hits, we don’t spiral. We return. We schedule Confession, we get back to Mass, and we
pray the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel. We refuse the lie that “nothing will change.” And when division creeps
in, we don’t isolate, we don’t go silent. We choose communion. We text one brother, name the battle plainly, and ask
for prayer. We counter the enemy’s playbook like men who know we are at war. Then we step back into His forge.
We let Him shape us, strengthen us, heal us, feed us, and call us. We let the war make us real, because this life is not
about what we accomplish, it’s about who we become. God is forming us into the men we were made to be; great
men, great saints, men of great holiness. Not “trust-fund holiness,” but crafted holiness, forged through repetition,
resilience, fidelity, hope, and communion.

So step onto the field. Strap on the armor. Take your place on the line, because we fight for our souls, our families,
our parishes, and our brothers. The weight will not get lighter, but by God’s grace, our backs will get stronger.

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.

Our Lady, Queen of Victory, pray for us.

Jesus Christ, King of Mercy, make us men who fight and do not flee.

Vivat Jesus!
Chris Crum - State Faith Director

Next Month - Month 8: Healing the Wounds of Sin — Reconciliation and Restoration



Share the Joy of Christmas
With Those in Need

As the hustle and bustle of the holiday season comes to a close, we hope
you had a joyful and meaningful time with family and friends. With the
decorations coming down and routines returning, it's the perfect moment
A to refocus our energy on the impactful work that lies ahead for our coun-
JUOODOTONIEY cil and our community.

One of our most anticipated
traditions is just around the o
corner: the annual Knights of ?;’;1:2 lri::glylg;;ic(::c '
Columbus Free Throw Con- @gmail.com
test. This event provides a
fun and healthy outlet for youth in our community,
promoting sportsmanship, camaraderie, and skill de-

BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 9-14 velopment. Local contests should be completed by

the end of January. District and Regional Contests

should be completed by February 28™. We encourage all members to volunteer, spread the word, and help us make
this year’s contest our best yet. Together, we can inspire young athletes and build lasting memories.

Matt Smith

Our commitment to the next generation continues through the Bright Futures Initiative. By supporting education,
mentorship, and leadership opportunities, we enable local youth to thrive and pursue their dreams. This year, let’s re-
new our dedication to programs that provide scholarships, tutoring, and personal development workshops. Your in-
volvement—big or small-—can make a meaningful difference in a young person’s life.

In the spirit of service, we need to continue or or-
ganize new charitable projects to address the evolv-
ing needs of our neighborhoods. Whether it’s or-

ganizing food drives, supporting local shelters, or A Communlty that IS engaged
partnering with other civic organizations, our col- and WO rki ng together can be
lective efforts help strengthen the bonds that unite

a powerful force.

us. [invite every member to bring forward ideas,
volunteer their time, or contribute resources to en- P
sure our charitable outreach continues to grow.

As we transition from the festivities of the holidays

to the promise of a new year, let’s channel our energy, compassion, and unity into making a tangible impact. The
Knights of Columbus is more than a fraternity—it’s a force for good in our community. Thank you for your commit-
ment, and here’s to a year filled with service, fellowship, and hope.

Together, we can make our Ohio communities stronger than ever.

Happy New Year!!
Vivat Jesus!

Matt Smith
State Community Director



mailto:matt.smith1974kofc
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NEW: March Madness "Road to the Final Four"

Don't put away your cheering gear just yet! The 2026 March Madness Sweepstakes officially begins as of February
1,2026. We are awarding over $6,000 in prize money to 60+ winners across three electrifying weekends. Winners
will be published and prizes mailed immediately at conclusion on the Final Four weekend.

Tickets are only $20.00 each! (Supply is strictly limited—get yours before they’re gone!)

g The Prize Breakdown — Winners Prize Amount
Tournament Round

Opening Rounds — March 19" — 22nd 24 Winners $50 Each

Sweet 16 & Elite 8 — March 26™ — 29th 18 Winners $100 Each

Final 4 Weekend — April 4™ — 6th 12+ Winners $3,000+ Total Pool

Bonus Drawing: Buy or sell 3 tickets to be entered into a special BONUS DRAWING at the conclusion of the
tournament of numerous $75.00 cash awards!
What You Need to Know

e Mailings: Tickets will be mailed out February 1st.

e Need Tickets? If you haven't received yours by mid-February, contact Gary Eckstein at 614-679-4238.
Prizes: Complete list of prizes printed on front of March Madness ticket.

New Ohio District 2 Master

Michael R. McCusker, Supreme Master, announced Monday afternoon that he
has appointed Daniel Roggelin to “serve the balance of David Weeks term for
Ohio District 2 [Master].”

Dan currently holds the state position of Diocesan District Deputy Coordinator
for the Toledo Diocese on State Deputy Michael J. Felerski’s team. Dan has
committed to continue in that position for the foreseeable future.




That’s a Touchdown!
A Massive Thank You to Our Participants!

As the dust settles on the football field, we want to extend a sincere thank you to all councils & everyone who partic-
ipated in the 2025 Football FundCrazr Sweepstakes. Your support made this one of our best years yet!

e Total Prizes Awarded: Over $28,000 and 310 winners!
e The Grand Finale: The 10th and final week is January 4th, 2026.

e Bonus Drawing: If you bought or sold 3 tickets during the campaign, you are entered (if submitted)! Win-
ners will be announced in February.

R Rebates & Per Capita Credits

We want to make sure your hard work is rewarded with CASH REBATES and your per capita credit (if appliable).

Here is the timeline for your rewards:

Item

Expected Date

Campaign Rebates

Will sent out in February 2026

Per Capita Credits

Reflected on your July 1st, 2026 statement

A Note from the Ohio State Council: These credits and rebates are our way of saying thank you for the incredi-
ble effort you put into making this season a success. Your commitment to the Ohio State Council truly makes a

difference.
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2025 Fund Crazr Football Sweepstakes
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2025 Fund Crazr Football Sweepstakes
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M. Stewart Vetter
Kmrl Crook
Christine Sassonetti
Mark Moyer
David Cornish
Curtis Groves
Joft Prenger
Megan Nusser
Jelt Sytvester
John Resder
Tom Penwell
Tom Welsh
Rod Stranler
Joe Luta
Torry T, Magyar
Jim Mopper
Chris Gobed
Erica Howard
Cralg Cox
Ron Babika

Jurws A Leonmd
Amold Zeoll
Samuel Beckott
Chad Gady

Tom Lochotzel

6th Week Winners
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2025 Fund Crazr Football Sweepstakes 2025 Fund Crazr Football Sweepstakes
Tth Week Winosra 8th Weok Winners
- HIGH SCORES HIGH SCORES
L7 N st Ciwcd Tiheld S Nl R has e Condt Ichtf Joan Dim
1 Tom Wihelm Waibridge - Toledo 11450 52282 164§ 400.00 1 Jobe Schinick New Philadelphia 272 41090 165§ 29167
2 Laery Seott Saint Marys - Ciscinnati 1552 82526 163 § 237.50 1 RogerR.Richier  Perrysburg 11370 58927 65 § 29167
7 Mark Nessing Parma Heights - Cleweland 15001 55877 163§ 237.50 1 Biian J. Giboy Twinsbury 11831 90031 165 § 29167
4 Scott Schitter Lobanon - Cincimnats 13420 20451 161§ 20000 4 Fr.James Dwaise  Mngo Jot 061 N2 164§ 18150
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5 Kylee Moody Van Wert - Toledo 60M 59308 160 § 10625 9 Syhvis Karwcki N. Royshon 1084 50374 19§ 8500
9 Wala Langenbiusmet Cincinnati 16706 MB10 159 § 8500
5 Wes Ssenocker New Beomen - Cincinnatl 2153 84618 160 § 10625 19 Jobw 10 12578 158 § €0.00
S Kristin Helie Girard - Youngstown 205 104833 160§ 10625 von Splogel  Alance
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: 11 Swo Patrick Claveland 11464 56358 158 § €00
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13 Richard T, Jobe Dayton « Cincinnat) 4424 6MIT 18 5 U 16 Tim Wilson Plain City 11208 9134 158 § 2647
13 Cornie Gant Saint Heewy - Cincinnati 2640 02083 158 § M 16 Michas! Mescher Reading 1756 381 156 § 7667
13 Can D Beavercreek » Cincinnati THEY 98526 158 § M% 16 Jotw Jeflerson 60 SBATS 155 § 2667
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16 Marse Plassean Defance 2530 100682 156 § 2667
ROWSCORES LOW SCORES
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2 Brian LeCount Cincinnati - Cincinnat 13608 82224 1§ TH A Teery Melzen Deflance 1030 BETH6 W § 8150
3 Judih Birman Massiilon - Youngstown 55¢ 1045 20 § S0.00 3 Ruck J. Ruppel MaLmee 14502 S0305 45 § 5000
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2025 Fund Crazr Football Sweepstakes
Fth Week Winners
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1 Tom Novak Ceiumb -Ch 14418 1387 18 8 9w
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LOW SCORES
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1 Week to Go!




Fort Recovery Council 3324
held a “Kick off to Christmas”
party in late November with a
terrific turnout, including the big
man in red.
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At left Mingo Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 4361 made a
donation for Mingo Police De-
partment’s “Shop with a Cop”
program.

Pictured left to right - Patrolman
Ashley Close, Grand Knight
Shawn Zarych, and Chief Willie
McKenzie




The 2025 Greater Cincinnati Knight of the Year Award (aka the William
Rieckelman Award) was presented for the 55™ time this month by the Cincinnati
Chapter. It has been awarded since 1969 in honor of Brother Rieckelman - a 48-
year member of Archbishop Elder Council #1195. Nominees are submitted by
councils and voted on by past honorees. This year’s winner was SK Russell
Wernke — GK of Queen of Apostles Council #14665 in Reading and Color
Corps Commander of Archbishop Elko Assembly #2332. Joining John for the
award presentation at the Chapter Advent Party were past honorees (L to R):
John Beckstedt — Queen of Apostles Council #14665, Bob Hilmer — Joseph
Cardinal Bernardin Council #12359, Gene Cordier — Bishop Fenwick Coun-
cil #2927, Chapter President Tom Hahn, Russell Wernke, Andy Nuckols — Ma-
donna Council #3891, Mike Byrne — St. John the Evangelist Council #13608.

€ STAR COUNCIL AWARD

Members of Joseph Cardinal Bernardin Council #12359 stand with PGK Tom Geers as he receives the Star Council
plaque recognizing the council for superior performance duting the 2024-25 fraternal year. The council is well on its
way to repeating as a Star Council having already met their Growth and Fraternal Benefits goals for the 2025-26 year!




Around the Buckeye State

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin Council #12359 Program
Director Bob Hilmer, Financial Secretary Dave Buschle,
and Grand Knight Frank Simms, Jr. present a check

to Mikki and Kirk Doerger (also a Brother Knight) who run
the Mater Filius home for unwed mothers in Cincinnati.
Over $18.000 was raised from a council-hosted Big Band
Dance and silent auction held in October. These funds were
matched by an anonymous donor resulting in a total dona-
tion of over $40,000!
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Archbishop Elder Council #1195 and Joseph Cardinal Bernardin Council #12359 partnered on a Coats for Kids
distribution at St. Boniface Catholic School in Northside Cincinnati. 170 coats were distributed to children from Pre-
K to 8" grade. Knights taking part in the distribution (from left): Pete Marcello-PGK Elder Council, Steve Yards-
PGK Bernardin Council, Tom Geers-PGK Bernardin Council, Jim Hook-Elder Council, Tom Hahn-DD, Frank
Simms, Jr.-GK Bernardin Council, Aaron Slusher-Bernardin Council.




Around the Buckeye State
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Above and below: Sir Knights of the Fourth Degree Ohio District 3 of the Father Hennepin
Province participated in an Honor Guard for the Simbang Gabi Mass celebrated by the Most
Reverend Earl K. Fernandes, Bishop of Columbus, on December 23 at Columbus St. Jose-
phine Bakhita Parish. This Mass was the last in a series of nine Masses, also known as Misa
de Gallo (Mass of the Rooster), that are celebrated in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and
is a Filipino tradition as a spiritual preparation for Christmas.

Simbang
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During the Holiday season, Fairborn
Council 3724 kept busy with many
acts of charity and kindness. Mone-
tary donations were given to;
Archbishop Carroll HS students (trip
to March for Life in DC.)

Operation Veteran and Caregiver Sup-
port

St Vincent de Paul

Family & Youth Initiatives

Four Oaks Early Childhood Interven-
tion of Greene County (Measure UP),
and Developmental Disabilities of
Clark County (Measure Up).

Knights cooked and served for Holi-
day Bazaar, Thanksgiving Dinner,
Parish Breakfasts, and Breakfast with
St. Nick. Some even gave their blood
at the semiannual drive. Our most
needy neighbors were not forgotten as
over 100 Christmas cards from the
Knights were distributed to the Wright
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.

Donate Blood
Today




