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From Our State Deputy 
When this issue of the Buckeye Bulletin arrives in your inbox we will have begun the Advent 

season.  The dictionary definition of Advent is the “arrival of a notable person.”  For Catho-

lics and non-Catholic Christians alike, this of course signifies the coming birth of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  Naturally at this time it is important that we direct our attention to his birth.  

One effective way is through our charitable work, the first pillar of our Order. 
 

This time of year, can also be extremely stressful and often one just wants to shout, “I can’t 

do it all.”  When this happens, we need to trust in Jesus and reach out to our brother Knights 

for help.  Jesus and our fraternal unity provide us strength.  Always remember every extra 

effort we make together, no matter how small, can make a positive difference in someone’s 

life.   
 

So, this Advent season remember that God’s mercy often works though the charitable actions of ourselves and our 

councils.  Continue doing those great things you do in charity and always consider inviting more Catholic men to join 

our Order, so that we can expand God’s merciful reach in helping the needy and less fortunate. 
 

As we conclude the first six months of our fraternal year at the end of this month, we can look back on those things we 

as Knights accomplished, reassess our plans, and set new goals for the next six months by focusing on what our found-

er Blessed Michael McGivney envisioned us to be: Charitable, Unified, Fraternal, and Patriotic.  In that context our go 

to response should always be: “What can we do?” to help. 
 

May you and your fam-

ilies be blessed with a 

joyous Advent and 

Christmas! 
 

Michael J. Felerski - 
State Deputy 

Michael J. Felerski 

State Deputy 

mfelerski@icloud.com 

mailto:mfelerski@icloud.com


*Click here to view the 6th YouTube video, “Vocation of the Laity, 

Part 1”, (December) that is part of a monthly series by Ohio's State 

Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus - Father John Paul Walker 

O.P. 

Video Series Archive: 

November - The Four Marks of the Church 

October - “What is the Church?” 

September - “Sunday Mass in the Early Church” 

August - “Eucharist: Source and Summit” 

July - “Why These Videos - An Introduction” 

Fr. John Paul Walker, OP 

State Chaplain 

State Chaplain’s Monthly Reflection 

Remember to 

“Keep Christ in Christmas” 
Worthy Brother Knights of the Great State of Ohio, 

As we begin the Season of Advent, let us be thankful for all that God 

has given Us and Our Families.  

Many of your councils contributed to food banks and the needy this 

past few weeks.  Make sure your Family Director fills out the Food For Families report 

and describe what exactly your Council did for Food for Families.  Be as detailed as possi-

ble, and if you have any photos, be sure to include those with your report.  I want to see 

ALL councils in Ohio max out on their Family Program points. 

December marks our Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest.  By now, you 

should have already obtained your Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest kit.  

Distribute your poster kits to your grade schools, your religious education clas-

ses, and your parishes.  Make sure that all completed posters are turned into 

your District Deputy no later than December 28, 2025.  The posters will be 

judged at the Mid-Year District Deputy Meeting on January 10, 2026. 

I appreciate those of you that made corrections to your Family Reports that 

needed additional information.  I have awarded all of you your Family Program 

points for those.  Should you have any questions, please contact me and I will 

gladly assist you. 

I want to wish you and your families a Blessed Merry Christmas, hoping that 

you are Thankful for all of God’s Blessings. 

Vivat Jesus !! 

Michael Freil - State Family  Director 

Michael Freil 

Family Director 

mcfreil2019@gmail.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuISIwRzV3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuISIwRzV3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuISIwRzV3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2GGot1AyAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KO1WYeIhUx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQwrZYA6p8M&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4X2GmmTPI3I&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6jgCmfybAQ
mailto:mcfreil2019@gmail.com


 

 

 

From the Desk of  
Grandpa Peddigrew 
The Grand Knight of a council located in the Toledo Diocese was working on completing 

some Ohio State Council Program Reports, in this case for Membership, and submitted 

several for completed Membership Drives with a required new member name included.  

When the programs were reviewed by the appropriate Director, several of the those sub-

mitted Program Reports were marked “Rejected”, as a council can only use this report type once. 

When this came to the attention of the Grand Knight, he immediately sent an email requesting the reasons for the re-

jection of his candidates and pointing out that his council had worked long and hard to secure these new members.  

Additionally, how were he and his team to grow their council as they were encouraged to do if he couldn’t even have 

his candidates accepted. 

After a few back-and-forth emails with the Director, it came to light that this Grand Knight was operating under the 

impression that using the OSC General Program Reporting tool, found in the “For Members” menu of the Ohio State 

Website, was the appropriate way to enter new candidates into the eMembership system.  However, the General Pro-

gram Reporting tool does not function this way and is only useful for submitting information to earn points for the 

Ohio General Program rewards. 

To get candidates into the eMembership system, the appropriate tool can be found at www.kofc.org/join which will 

present a page for submitting new member information and start a prospect on his journey to Knighthood. 

After clearing this up, the Grand Knight was able to re-submit his candidates appropriately and they are now members 

of his council! 

“Grandpa Peddigrew Says…” 

By the rings of Saturn!  I’ve said it before -it’s always them little things that create the biggest snags, yes siree.  This 

was a close one fer sure.  Them candeedates sit out there wait’n to be part of your council and are only motivated fer 

so long, then they’re gonna go a look’n for somethin’ else to do with their time!  Fish act the same way – yer bait is 

interesting only as long as it’s appealing to ‘em!  When it becomes as old as Methuselah, noo one’s a look’n. 

And right here’s a good lesson about know’n yer gear!  That there feller up by Toledo (great place fer walleye fish’n) 

knew what he wanted to do, just was us’n the wrong tool in the shed fer it.  Same is true with putting yer hook over 

the side – it’ll only work well if you know what yer look’n fer and if yer gear can handle it –then ya gotta know what 

to turn when and how much to turn it so you and yer gear are a work’n together!  If yer lure’s a lagg’n and doesn’t 

look interesting, them fish, like them candidates, is gonna go elsewhere!   

Know yer gear and be ready to reel in yer catch and have the net ready!  It’s the same with that inviting.  Find the guy, 

then use the right tools to join him up, and be sure to follow through with him until he’s firmly in yer net! 

Just member what ‘ole Grampa Peddigrew says.  Know what yer look’n for and where ta find it. Use the right offer 

and put it where the fish are likely to be.  Use them barriers to yer advantage.  When ya got‘m on the hook –

remember, the job ain’t done till he’s in your net!   

Y’u'll do okay.  Keep yer line wet and yer reel dry! 

See you feller’s out on the lake! 

C. J. Peddigrew 

http://www.kofc.org/join


Leading Our Families 

in Faith 

As you read this, we are already a couple of days into Advent. 

The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our 

hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of time 

and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas.  To 

look at Advent through the lens of Cor, I have a couple of things 

to offer. 

First is a book that was offered by Deacon Dave Krempec, “Consecration To St. Joseph” 

by Donald H. Calloway, MIC.  It is a 33-day devotion to St. Joseph with the intention of be-

coming a better husband, father, and follower of Christ.  It should not be lost on us that this 

is one of the basic underlying goals of Cor.  It can be done individually or as a group.  I can 

say that, for me, it has been quite transformational on my overall outlook of what it means to be a Catholic father and 

husband.  I urge you to give it a look. 

Second, with three impressionable children in my house, we are celebrating Advent with 

a Jesse Tree.  A Jesse Tree is a decorative tree used during Advent to tell the story of 

salvation history from Adam and Eve to the birth of Jesus.  It is decorated with orna-

ments, each symbolizing a person or event from the Bible, such as Noah's Ark, Jacob's 

Ladder, or King David's sling, to help tell the lineage of Christ.  The tradition gets its 

name from the biblical prophecy in Isaiah 11:1, which speaks of a "shoot from the 

stump of Jesse" and the lineage of Jesus from Jesse, the father of King David.  

So, as you can see, my theme this month is more in line with the Man as the father and 

head of the household instead of men sharpening men.  By this, I mean it is time to put 

into practice what you have been discussing in your Cor faith groups.  I would be happy 

to receive feedback from anyone who participates in either of these activities. 

I would like to share that there are now sixty-seven councils in Ohio that have an as-

signed Council EFF Director.  Congratulations to all of you.  I would also like to wel-

come our newest participant, Fr. Maruskin Council # 10936.  The following success sto-

ry is from Cleveland Diocesan Cor Director, Ty Tyjewski: 

A HUGE congratulations to E.F.F. Director Mike McNulty and our Brothers from the Fr. Maruskin Council# 10936 at 

Holy Family Parish in Stow.  They had their first COR meeting on Nov. 20th, and 31 Men were in attendance!  What 

an amazing Gathering!  The meeting was held outside by their fire pit, with a big selection of food and snacks. The 

meeting went for just past an hour and opened with an icebreaker and everyone introducing themselves.  The meeting 

then focused, and concluded, with group prayer.  They will be meeting twice monthly on Thursday evenings, with oth-

er prayer content on specific Saturday Mornings.  If you are interested in attending, please go to https://

www.holyfamilystow.org/kofcStow for more information.  A BIG Thank you to E.F.F. Director Mike, Father Mike 

McCanless, and the steering committee at Holy Family for all their hard work! 

Worthy Brothers, it can be done.  When it is, it is so fulfilling.  Please take the opportunity to talk to your Grand 

Knight about starting Cor in your parish.  If you need assistance, our wonderful State Team of Cor Diocesan Directors 

is excited to help.  Just reach out! 

Personally, and on behalf of my entire team, I want to wish you all the Most Blessed Advent and Holy & Joyous 

Christmas. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Arron Mier - State Director of Evangelization and Faith Formation 

Arron Mier 

Evangelization & Faith 

Formation Director  

kofcohioeff@gmail.com 

https://www.holyfamilystow.org/kofcStow
https://www.holyfamilystow.org/kofcStow
mailto:kofcohioeff@gmail.com


“We Are Called” to have 

Successful Programming 
Worthy Brother Knights of the Great State of Ohio, 

Now that December is here there are only 4 and a half months left in the 

program contest.  That means in 4 and a half months the reporting period 

will close, and councils won’t be allowed to report any more activities on the state website. 

Remember, April 15th is the deadline to report on your council activities, and it will be here 

before you know it!  

During the July state diocesan tour, I announced my “First-Half Incentive” that ended on No-

vember 1st.  For every council that completed their 185’s, 365’s, 1st Semi-Annual Audit, paid 

their State Per Capita, reported 4 programs in the Faith In Action portion of the general pro-

gram contest, brought in at least 2 new members, and participated in their 1st Fraternal Bene-

fits Event would be entered in a drawing for a custom roll up retractable banner!  I am pleased to announce that 11 

councils achieved the criteria.  Congratulations to Councils: 341, 546, 554, 3324, 5582, 6144, 10003, 10749, 14344, 

14551, and 15458.  Only 3 councils will be drawn, and the drawing will take place at the January District Deputy 

Meeting in the Columbus Diocese.  Great job to these councils and good look during the drawing! 

I want to talk a little bit about Fraternal Bene-

fit Events.  To receive credit for Supreme, the 

grand knight must submit the #11077 Form.  

This form can be found on Supreme’s website 

under Council Forms.  Just look for the form 

number, click on the link, fill out the form on 

the webpage and click on the Submit Button 

when finished.  Supreme will review it and, if 

approved, that will earn you 1 credit for your 

Fraternal Benefit Events.  Remember, you 

will need 2 credits to earn the Founder’s 

Award, which is an award given by the Su-

preme Council and is also a requirement for 

Star Council. 

As for the “We Are Called” State General Program Contest, these activities must be reported under the Membership 

Activities Requirements.  Any activity that falls under the Membership Activities Requirements needs to be reported 

on the state website except for the Council Growth Percentage.  It will need to be reported twice to max out your 

Membership Activities and the State General Program Contest.  You can find it under the Activity Type drop down 

menu (select Membership).  Then under Membership Activity drop down menu, select Fraternal Benefit Event.  Then 

report it just like any other activity that gets reported on the state website. 

So, get those activities reported on the state website.  Let’s finish the first half strong!  That way we are set up real 

nice and looking good for the second half of the fraternal year! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Fraternally, 

Tim Mangan - State General Program Director 

Tim Mangan 

State General 

Program Director 

tjmangan@icloud.com  

https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/council-forms.html
mailto:tjmangan@icloud.com


Month Six: Saints and Heroes 
Male Role Models in Holiness  
 

Men learn by watching other men. 

On the job, you watched the older guys run the tools, read the room, 

close the deal.  On the field, you watched the captain.  At home, you 

watched your dad: not by theory, but by imitation. 

We don’t just need ideas.  We need examples.  We need someone we can 

point to and say, “That. That’s what it looks like.” 

The Church knows this.  She doesn’t just hand you abstract virtues; she hands you men, flesh

-and-blood saints who show what holiness looks like in real life. 

When God makes a saint, He doesn’t erase a man’s story. 

He builds on it.  Start where you are. The Church is full of men who were: 
 

• Husbands, fathers. 

       St. Joseph, carpenter and guardian of the Holy  

       Family; and kings like St. Louis IX, who ruled  

       and still prayed, fasted, and raised their children  

       in the faith.  They show you what fatherhood  

       looks like when grace is in charge. 

• Workers, blue-collar. 

       Your hands are calloused; your work may seem 

       underappreciated.  St. Isidore the Farmer, 

       praying as he plowed; and St. André Bessette,  

       humble doorkeeper who fixed things show you  

       don’t have to leave the worksite to be holy. 

• Second-chance men. 

      You’ve made some big mistakes. St. Peter, who  

       denied Christ and became the Rock; St. Augustine, who chased  

       pleasure before surrendering everything; and St. Bartolo Longo, former satanic priest turned apostle of the Ro- 

       sary.  Their lives show your past is not a barrier; it’s a starting point in God’s hands. 

• Young men. 

      You’ve got a phone in your hand and a future that feels open and confusing.  The Church offers you St. José  

      Sánchez del Río, teenage martyr crying “¡Viva Cristo Rey!”; and St. Carlo Acutis, hoodie-wearing gamer who  

      called the Eucharist his “highway to heaven.”  Holiness is not “for later.”  It’s for right now. 

• Leaders and professionals. 

      You carry decisions, pressure, and people. St. Thomas More, lost his head rather than lose his conscience; and St.  

      Homobonus, merchant whose clean ledgers and open hands became a path to heaven. 
 

Different jobs.  Different ages.  Different personalities. 

     Same call: become a man fully alive in Christ.  These men are not museum pieces.  They’re alive in Him, inter- 

     ceding for us, cheering us on as a “great cloud of witnesses” (Heb 12:1). 

     When we hear these stories, something in us stirs, yet many of us think our current life “works” just well   

     enough that changing feels more dangerous than staying stuck.  We admire the saints from a distance, like statues  

     on pedestals, while quietly we worry: “If I get serious about my faith… I’ll look weak.  I’ll look weird.”  And so,  

     faith stays “respectable”, not too visible, not too costly. 
 

*continued on next page 

 

Chris Crum 
Faith Director 

chris-
crum99@yahoo.com 

mailto:chriscrum99@yahoo.com
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*continued from previous page 

Most of the people whose opinions we’re afraid of?  We won’t even know their names in ten years.  The saints 

stopped living for audiences that don’t matter and started living for an eternal Audience of One. 

SO ACT #1: Lock on to one saint’s story and let it become your model.  Treat it like a coach the Holy Spirit 

picked for you. 

However, you do want more, but you’re tired, stretched thin, and afraid that if you start changing things, you might 

not appear like you have it all together.  So, you just agree, and then you slide back into the same patterns, not because 

you don’t care, but because you don’t yet see how to live differently. 

A lot of men have this spiritual plan that sounds like: “I should really pray more.”  No specifics.  No plan.  Just a fog-

gy good intention.  If you ran your job, your finances, or your workout plan like that, you’d see it as a setup for fail-

ure.  The saints learned that habits and environment quietly train the soul: a chair that always has a Bible on it; ten 

minutes that belong to God every day; a weekly Holy Hour that doesn’t move even when your schedule does. 

SO ACT #2: Trade vague good intentions for a simple, concrete daily spiritual plan.  Holiness grows the way 

strength does: under steady, repeated load  

Many men in the pews feel like visitors in their own parish, standing at the edges, spiritually hands in pockets, waiting 

to be “pulled in.”  These saints refused that posture.  St. John Bosco didn’t wait; he built a community.  St. Damien of 

Molokai didn’t wait for ideal conditions; he walked toward the people.  They turned isolation into fraternity by taking 

the first step. 

SO ACT #3: Refuse isolation; weave your life together with a few brothers who will check on you.  Lone wolves 

look impressive for a while; but packs survive the winter. 

Producing actual change 

You don’t become a saint by accident, but you also don’t become a saint just by gritting your teeth and trying to “be 

more spiritual.”  We are men who know we’re called higher, facing obstacles that are real but not final. 
 

Become the kind of man the world needs. 
 

Look around our parishes, neighborhoods, towns: 

• Families are starving for spiritual leadership from fathers. 

• Boys are growing up without strong, loving men to imitate. 

The culture shouts a hundred confused messages about what a man should be. 

In the middle of all that noise, the Church quietly points toward different examples: 

Fishermen and kings. 

Teenagers and grandfathers. 

Scholars and farmhands. 

Warriors and quiet doorkeepers 

Holiness isn’t the polished man on the stage; it’s often the man in the back pew who let Christ love him where he was 

least impressive.  It’s Christ stepping into a man’s unfinished story, after every fall, against every trend, when it’s 

lonely, costly, and misunderstood.  

We don’t believe in an idea or a spiritual “energy.”  We believe in a Person Jesus Christ who wants a real, daily rela-

tionship with you, just as He had with all these saints.  They weren’t holy because they found a technique; they were 

holy because they kept turning back to Him, again, in the real mess of their lives. 

Remember, He seeks that same relationship with you.  You’re walking the same road they walked, with the same Lord 

at your side. 

Holiness is not for “other men.” It’s for you. 

You were not baptized just to be “a decent guy.” 

You were baptized to be a saint, not an angel pretending not to have a body, but a real man with your story, your 

wounds, your talents, your responsibilities, transformed by grace. 

You are not a problem God is stuck with. 

You are raw material for greatness. 

*continued on next page 



Share the Joy of Christmas 

With Those in Need 
We as Knights of Columbus members play a vital role in sharing the 

true meaning of Christmas within our local community.  Rooted in faith, 

charity, and fellowship, our outreach initiatives are designed to highlight 

the spiritual significance of Christmas—the birth of Jesus Christ—and 

to foster a spirit of generosity, compassion, and unity among all people. 

One of the primary ways we can accomplish sharing the true meaning of Christmas is 

through organizing community events that encourage reflection, celebration, and service. 

Host a Christmas Nativity displayed at your parish, inviting families to participate in prayers 

and witness the story of Christ’s birth.  These displays can be accompanied by readings from 

the Gospel, carol singing, and opportunities for children to learn about the Holy Family in an 

interactive setting. 

In the spirit of Christian charity, your council can orchestrate various service 

projects during the holiday season to support those in need.  Sponsor a Toys 

for Tots collection or a food drive, collect non-perishable items for local food 

banks to ensure every family can enjoy a festive meal.  

Additionally, organize visits to nursing homes and hospitals, bringing gifts, 

cards, and companionship to seniors and the sick who may feel isolated during 

the holidays.  These acts of kindness reflect the teachings of Christ and re-

mind the community that Christmas is a time for reaching out and lifting spir-

its. 

To further share the true meaning of Christmas, your council can use bulletin announcements, social media, and local 

press to promote seasonal events and messages of goodwill.  By engaging with the wider community, both in-person 

and online, you encourage everyone to embrace the joy and purpose of the holiday. 

Through our efforts we can ensure that the true meaning of Christmas—a celebration of Christ’s birth and God’s love 

for humanity—is at the heart of our community’s holiday experience.  

I hope all of you have a safe and enjoyable holiday season. 

Merry Christmas!! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Matt Smith - State Community Director 

Matt Smith 

Community Director 

matt.smith1974kofc 

@gmail.com 

*continued from previous page 

Every scar, every failure, every dumb decision you wish you could erase, God looks at all of it and says: 

“Good. I can build with that.” 

He turned a violent bandit into a monk of peace. 

He turned a gambling soldier into a healer of the dying. 

He turned an addicted doctor into a persevering witness. 

He turned a simple priest into a father of the forgotten 

He turned a former satanic priest into a herald of the Rosary. 

If He can do that in them, He can do something in you that you can’t yet imagine. 

By God’s grace, we are learning to join their ranks. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Chris Crum - State Faith Director 

mailto:matt.smith1974kofc
mailto:matt.smith1974kofc


Make an Impact this 

Holiday Season 
Brothers, 

As I’m writing this it is the end of Thanksgiving weekend.  I have spent 

a lot of time with my future brother-in-law who has autism.  For mass 

this weekend we were asked to bring the gifts up at the Offertory Pro-

cession.  Bob was happy to do it, but really wanted to do it the right 

way.  It reminded me of the supreme program “Mass for People with Special Needs”.  In this 

program we welcome individuals and families who might feel uncomfortable attending a reg-

ular liturgy.  If you have connections with a certain organization for your “Measure Up” do-

nations, this would be a good group to work with and invite their clients. 

This month, in my hometown of Stow, a new Safe Haven Baby Box (seen at 

left) was dedicated and is officially available to use.  According to my quick 

count, that makes 19 in the state of Ohio.  For those that don’t know, these 

elaborate boxes are installed in fire stations that are 

manned 24/7.  They allow parents to drop off an in-

fant (< 30 days old) anonymously.  Trained person-

nel are immediately notified to take immediate ac-

tion to help the infant.  This is designed to help those 

who decided to choose life over abortion, but later 

realized that there might be a better environment for 

the child elsewhere.  If a council has an opportunity 

to get involved, especially with raising the funds, it 

is definitely a worthwhile project. 

Finally, Dec. 12 is the feast day of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe.  It’s a perfect time to ask for Our Lady of 

Guadalupe’s intercession for the pro-life cause. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Mike Incorvati - State Life Director 

Mike Incorvati 

Life Director 

mlbincorvati@gmail.com  

mailto:mlbincorvati@gmail.com


Effective Officers Know 

Their Roles - Warden 
Part 2: The Warden - Master of the Chamber & Ceremonies 

Brothers,  

The role of the Warden is often viewed as purely logistical, but it 

is truly the foundation upon which a dignified and successful 

meeting rests.  A proactive Warden acts less like a mover of fur-

niture and more like a stage manager or a "Master of the Cham-

ber."  By elevating the atmosphere—ensuring flags are pristine, 

jewels are polished, and the room layout is precise—he signals to 

every member that important work is about to be done.  To 

achieve this, the Warden can form a "Warden’s Crew" by actively 

engaging the Inside and Outside Guards, meeting with them briefly before events to review 

duties and foster a sense of teamwork.  Developing a standardized setup checklist further ensures consistency and pro-

fessionalism, allowing the Warden to become the council's go-to expert on ceremonial logistics and reducing the 

stress on the Grand Knight. 

Beyond the meeting room, the Warden’s responsibility as the guardian of council property offers a unique opportunity 

for stewardship and history.  Instead of simply storing items, he can modernize the role by creating a digital inventory 

of council assets, which serves as an invaluable resource for the Trustees and future officers.  This stewardship can be 

expanded into a fraternal activity by organizing an annual "Property Care Day," where members gather to clean, re-

pair, and organize equipment, turning a chore into a bonding experience.  Because the Warden is already the keeper of 

the council's physical items, he is also well-positioned to act as an informal historian, preserving the council’s legacy 

by curating scrapbooks or displaying historical memorabilia during social events to connect newer Knights with the 

council's past. 

Finally, the Warden plays a critical 

role in fostering fellowship and man-

aging the council’s "first impression."  

He is responsible for the environment 

that candidates and guests enter; a 

chaotic room suggests a chaotic coun-

cil, while a well-prepared chamber 

commands respect.  He can also trans-

form the end of the meeting from a 

tedious clean-up task into a "last act of 

fraternity", by encouraging a group of 

members to stay and help, using that 

time for informal conversation.  By 

also acting as the logistics point per-

son—ensuring that essential supplies 

like name tags, guest pamphlets, and membership forms are always on hand—the Warden ensures that the council is 

not just open for business, but genuinely ready to welcome and engage with its community. 

Vivat Jesus! 

John Hoffman - State District Deputy Director 

(937) 529-8723 

John Hoffman 

State District 

Deputy Director 

jjhusa01@gmail.com 



ATTN:  FOOTBALL SWEEPSTAKES CHAIRMEN: 

2025 Football Fund Crazr Sweepstakes! 
The Football Fund Crazr Sweepstakes has kicked off ! 

Weeks 1-4 official winners are listed below and on the following page: 
Key Action Items: 

• Submit Tickets IMMEDIATELY: If you have any late tickets still coming in to  your council give me a call 

with the ticket numbers and they will be made active. 

• Remember: tickets received now will be good for the remaining games to be played. 

• Council Submission: Please submit ticket stubs and $20.00 for each ticket sold, immediately, for proper coun-

cil credit. 

• Rebates/Credit: Your council's rebates and per capita credit will be based on TOTAL tickets for the entire pro-

gram. It is never to late to get those late tickets in. Rebates and Per Capita credit will be awarded in late January 

and July 2026, respectively. 

The Ohio State Council Officers sincerely appreciates your support of the 2025 Football Fund Crazr program, which 

is vital for funding our charitable programs and more importantly directly helps your local council activities. 

Thank you for your timely action and support! 

For more tickets or any questions, please contact: Gary Eckstein at 614-679-4238. 

Below are the winners’ list for Weeks 1-4: 















Around the Buckeye State 

 

Archbishop Elder Council #1195 held a Charity/Unity/Fraternity exemplification at St. Gertrude 

church inducting 8 Dominican novice brothers and 10 laymen into the Order. State Deputy Mike 

Felerski and State Growth Director Mark Kosobud were in attendance and State Chaplain Fr. John 

Paul Walker, O.P. served as Chaplain. A class picture of newly inducted candidates, the Exempli-

fication Team, and council members helps to visually illustrate the lesson of Unity and strength in 

numbers  

Free throw coordinator, Rich Wilcox, and Columbiana St. Juse 

Council 10183 Grand Knight, Charlie Troll, presented a check 

for $960 to Beth Engle, Principal of Robert Bycroft School in 

Lisbon from monies raised through their Measure-Up cam-

paign. 



Around the Buckeye State 

Top photo: Along with Monsignor Buckley 

Assembly 822, Fairborn Council 3724 act-

ed as the honor guard for the Confirmation 

class at Our Lady Queen of Peace. 

Middle photo: Fairborn Council 3724 wel-

comed in 5 new brother knights into their 

council with an in-person exemplification of 

Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. 

Bottom photo: A photo of charter members 

brought back memories as Fairborn Coun-

cil 3724 celebrated its 72nd anniversary in 

October. 

Sir Knights from Bishop Massillon Assem-

bly 820 and Monsignor Graham Assembly 

828 pose with Fr. Travis Seagraves of Divine 

Mercy Parish in Massillon following the 

presentation to him of a memorial chalice at 

SS. Philip and James Church in Canal Fulton 

on Sunday, Nov. 30th. 



Around the Buckeye State 
Sandusky Council 546 Celebrates 125th Anniversary 

In the summer of 1900, a group of enterprising Catholic 

businessmen assembled in the Sandusky Business College 

building to discuss bringing the fledging Knights of Co-

lumbus — a fraternal benefits society for Catholic men and 

their families — to the banks of Lake Erie. 

By fall, 45 men from Sandusky, Bellevue and Huron had 

signed on to establish a local K of C council. with the for-

mal chartering of Sandusky Council 546 — indicating its 

place among the earliest of K of C councils, and just the 

15th in Ohio — on Nov. 11, 1900. 

The council’s accomplishments have included a wide range 

of activities and programs over the decades. Sandusky 

Knights helped establish a chapel at what is now the Ohio 

Veterans Home in 1913, and soon after contributed to a $1 

million K of C “comfort fund” to help erect chapels, librar-

ies and more for U.S. soldiers in World War I. They also 

sponsored events with high-profile speakers such as leg-

endary Olympian Jesse Owens in 1957, and an exhibition 

game featuring the Harlem Globetrotters in 1974, among 

many other efforts. 

Today’s Knights continue the charitable mission of their 

predecessors with a renewed emphasis on faith formation 

for men and their families, said Larry Kaman, the council’s 

grand knight, Other current initiatives include assisting 

with the Catholic Community Supper (now called Catholic 

Community Support) nearly every week at Holy Angels 

Parish, awarding scholarships to local students, providing 

free winter coats to people in need, and supporting local 

pregnancy resource centers. 

Top photo: Members of Sandusky Council 546, including 

Father Monte Hoyles (center), stand with Fourth Degree 

Knights of Columbus from Bishop Machebeuf Assembly 

813 outside of St. Mary’s Parish after a Mass marking the 

125th anniversary of Council 546 on Oct. 11.  

Middle left: A statue of Blessed Michael McGivney, found-

er of the Knights of Columbus, and a first-class relic of a 

piece of his bone stand in the foreground during a Mass 

marking the 125th anniversary of Sandusky Council 546 

at St. Mary’s Parish on Oct. 11.  

Bottom left: Father Monte Hoyles blesses a young St. 

Mary’s parishioner with a first-class relic of Blessed Mi-

chael McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus, af-

ter 4 p.m. Mass on Oct. 11.  

Photos courtesy of Chloe Valladares/The Catho-

lic Parishes of Sandusky  



Around the Buckeye State 

On Thursday, November 13, Sir Knights of the Fourth Degree Ohio District 3 of the Father 

Hennepin Province participated in an Honor Guard at John Glenn Columbus International Airport 

to welcome home sixty-eight veterans who participated in Mission 148 of Honor Flight Columbus.  

Pictured above are Sir Knights from Father Huber Assembly 809, Bishop Reedy Assembly 830, 

Bishop Hermann Assembly 2727, and Pope John Paul II 

Assembly 2900 (left to right: Kevin Joyce, Steve Doyle, Jim Valentine, Sr., Joe Dickman, Jason 

McCarley, Wayne Patterson, Werner Christian, Dan Steele, Joe Douglas, Pat Fahy, Bert Scott, and 

Dan O’Connor). This was the last scheduled Honor Flight for 2025 with the schedule for 2026 set to 

be released on December 24 (https://www.honorflightcmh.org).  There were 10 Honor Flight mis-

sions this year, and members of various councils and assemblies have enthusiastically welcomed the 

veterans (among them several brother Knights) as they returned to Columbus from their visit to ser-

vice and war memorials in Washington DC.  All are invited to join us in welcoming home Honor 

Flight Columbus in 2026 and showing our appreciation to our veterans.  Please refer to the Pilot’s 

Report (https://www.4thohd3.com/pilot-report) for upcoming Welcome Home events.  

https://www.honorflightcmh.org
https://www.4thohd3.com/pilot-report


Around the Buckeye State 

St. Joseph of the Three Rivers 

Council 11550 takes great pride in 

their annual Measure-Up Cam-

paign efforts, and despite efforts to 

collect at public locations having 

become extremely limited, their 

commitment to Special Needs pro-

grams remains.  This year they 

were able to make $4900 donations 

to special needs programs at Three 

Rivers Schools and Margaret B. 

Rost School for children with de-

velopmental disabilities on October 

24th. 

Pictured at top left are council 

members during following the 

check presentation at Three Rivers 

Schools. 

Pictured center left are council 

members with Duerk Zinn from 

Margaret Rost School. 

Pictured at bottom left is Measure-

Up Chairman Steve Rodenbeck 

presenting a check to Matt Lakamp 

from Margaret Rost School. 

Great job, brother Rodenbeck and 

the rest of the council on your ef-

forts! 


